Inflammatory pseudotumor of the liver. A report of two cases with unusual histologic picture.
Two cases of inflammatory pseudotumor (IPT) of the liver are reported. Clinical presentation was vague and aspecific. Laboratory tests and data from imaging techniques provided no specific information on the actual nature of the lesions and were misleading, suggesting a malignant lesion in one patient and a complicated hydatid cyst in the other. On gross examination, the tumors appeared yellowish ore grey-yellow in color, with a firm cut surface and well circumscribed from the surrounding parenchyma, although a true capsule was not evident. Variability in the histological pattern was also observed, even though the major finding was in both cases an admixture of lymphocytes, plasmacells, granulocytes and monocytes. Lymphocytes were immunohistochemically heterogeneous; monocytes showed in one case large hyperchromic atypical nuclei, confirming the previously, reported possibility that some cases of IPT may be mistaken for sarcomas. Further evidence is added in support of the hypothesis that some liver IPT may result from the evolution of cholangitic abscesses.